Mountain View Voices for Peace
c/o PSC, 278-A Hope Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
650/969-1545; Fax 650/961-8918
September 29, 2007

Hon. Anna Eshoo
205 Cannon Building

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congresswoman Eshoo:

We, the members of Mountain View Voices for Peace, appreciate your consistent voting record against the Iraq War. But we are concerned about your current position on two key items.

First, we are deeply disappointed that you voted to condemn MoveOn.org for its newspaper advertisement questioning the Congressional testimony of General David Petraeus. General Petraeus repeatedly touted the decline in “ethno-sectarian” violence, but as MoveOn pointed out, he did not acknowledge that many neighborhoods were quiet because they had already been ethnically cleansed. The Congressional resolutions attacking MoveOn appear designed to intimidate Americans who question the veracity of claims by the Bush Administration and its handpicked military leadership. We, however, refuse to be intimidated. We will continue to question any “leader” who distorts what is going on in Iraq.

Second, and more consequential, you have not signed the so-called “showdown” letter to President Bush. We call upon you to join at least 82 other Representatives in pledging that you “will only support appropriating additional funds for U.S. military operations in Iraq during Fiscal Year 2008 and beyond for the protection and safe redeployment of all our troops out of Iraq before [Bush leaves] office.”
It is not enough for Congressional Democrats to let President Bush, Republican Presidential aspirants, and the majority of Republicans in Congress “dig their own political graves” by continuing the occupation of Iraq against the wishes of the vast majority of the American people. Every day real graves are dug for the American and Iraqi victims of that conflict—more than 3800 American troops have died in Iraq thus far. Furthermore, the financial costs continue to escalate out of control.

We believe you know what is wrong with the war, but again, that’s not enough. We want you and your colleagues in the Democratic Congressional leadership to exhaust every pathway possible, including refusing to appropriate money to continue the war, to hasten an end to a conflict that cannot be won, not just because the U.S. has used bad strategies and policies, but because there is no suitable, moral vision of victory.
Sincerely,

(submitted electronically)

Lenny Siegel

Steering Committee Member

